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strained. In September 1899, the arrest of a
prominent member of the British community in
Johannesburg, the commandeering of a large
quantity of rolling stock belonging to the British
Cape Colony, and the sequestration of half a
million of gold from the Rand brought matters to
a crisis. It was a glaring defiance of the British
Empire, and it was realised that further negotia-
tions, unless backed by the threat of force, were
futile. The British Government forthwith ordered
a force of 10,000 troops to South Africa. Among
them were the cavalry from Aldershot, with
French in command and Haig as his Staff Officer.
The reply of the Boer Government to the threat
of force was prompt. President Kriiger pre-
sented an ultimatum demanding the withdrawal of
the British troops, and followed it up by a declara-
tion of war.

Although the possibility of war had been long
foreseen the actual event found Britain utterly
ill-prepared. Neither in the War Office nor in the
Cabinet was there any accurate knowledge of the
strength of their opponents.

A force of some 60,000 men was ordered from
Britain and India, and no one doubted but that
this would suffice to subjugate the two small
Boer republics. Before twelve months were passed
the strength had been doubled, and the end was
even then not in sight Yet the first days of the
fighting presaged well for the success of the British
arms. At Dundee, in Natal, a small British force
inflicted a sharp defeat upon a column of Boers,